Why babies - what Australian mothers say.
Earlier studies, mostly overseas, have explored the reasoning and thought processes underlying women's desires to conceive. A retrospective qualitative study was conducted to explore the motivations and anxieties of an Australian sample of women proceeding to a pregnancy and to explore their decision-making process. Twenty women over 18 years old who had one or more successful pregnancies and were recruited from a tertiary centre and private clinics, completed a questionnaire and a semi-structured interview. Thematic analysis was applied to the data. Multiple factors motivated women to proceed to a pregnancy and including influences arising from society or existing personal relationships, goals and desired experiences for parenthood and innate drives and reproductive related issues. The motivations of an urban Australian sample to proceed to a pregnancy differed little from studies elsewhere. This knowledge may assist in dealing with the concerns that underlie any pregnancy allowing for better obstetric management.